
Raven Hill Discovery Center  
Board of Directors  9.9.2014 

 
Currently, Raven Hill Discovery Center’s Board of Directors is 100% female, due to the recent 
passing of Co-Founder, Tim Leach.  Board ages range from 17 to 67years.  One board member 
suffers from Rheumatoid Arthritis.  All board members are white, but do represent seven 
different cities in Antrim, Charlevoix and Emmet Counties and come from a variety of 
backgrounds and career pathways.   
 

 
Board Member Occupation & Community Affiliations City 

Amy Gillard,  
Board Chairperson  
401 Lawrence 
Petoskey, MI 
49770 
  

Gillard Enterprises – Owner 
 
Fellowship Committee, Worship Team, Choir, 
First Presbyterian Church;  Member, Women 
Who Care Philanthropic Organization; Member, 
Raven Hill Discovery Center  
 

Petoskey 

Cheri Leach, 
Vice-Chair  
Co-Founder & 
CEO 
4834 Fuller Road 
East Jordan, MI 
49727 
 

Raven Hill Discovery Center - Founder & CEO 
    Director of Programming & Teacher 
 
Member, Charlevoix County History Preservation 
Society, Member, Jordan River Arts Council, 
Member, Little Traverse Conservancy & Member, 
American Association of University Women; 
Member, Raven Hill Discovery Center 
 

East Jordan 

Jean VanDam,  
Board Treasurer 
05322 Camp 
Daggett, 
Boyne City, MI 
49712 
 

VanDam Custom Boats - CFO and Marketing 
Director 
 
Volunteer, Women Resource Center; Committee 
member, Charlevoix County Community 
Foundation; Preserve Monitor, Little Traverse 
Conservancy; Member, Raven Hill Discovery 
Center 
 

Boyne City 

Sheri McWhirter,  
Board Secretary   
4127 Orchard 
Valley Drive 
Elmira, Michigan 
49730 
 

Charlevoix Courier newspaper-Editor 
 
2012 Graduate, Leadership Charlevoix County; 
Volunteer, Boyne Area Free Clinic; Member, 
Lakes of the North Association; Member, Tip if 
the Mitt Watershed Council; Member, Friends of 
the Jordan River Watershed; Member, Jordan 
River Arts Council; Member, Society of 
Professional Journalists; Member, Society of 
Environmental Journalists; Member, SIUE Alumni 
Association; Fellow, Institutes for Journalism & 
Natural Resources; Fellow, Knight Center for 
Environmental Journalism, MSU; Member, Raven 
Hill Discovery Center 
 

Elmira 



Nancy Hellman, 
Volunteer Chair 
10400 Chandler 
Hill Road 
Boyne Falls, 
Michigan 49713 
 

Art & Elementary Educator – Retired 
 
Member, Jordan River Arts Council; Member, 
WCMU public TV and Radio; Member, 
Freshwater Future; Member, Progressive Women 
of Charlevoix County; Member, Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program; Member, Freethinks; 
Member, Raven Hill Discovery Center   
 

Boyne Falls 

Georganna Monk, 
Historian 
5644 West Road 
Boyne City, 
Michigan 49712 
 

Friar Tuck’s Framing Shop & Gallery – Owner  
Nurse - Retired 
 
Vice President, Charlevoix County History 
Preservation Society; Trustee, Bay Township 
Board of Trustees; Member, Bay Township 
Cemetery Committee; Board Member, Charlevoix 
County Genealogical Society; Member, Raven 
Hill Discovery Center 
 

Boyne City 

Susan Howard,  
Grounds Manager 
200 Winfield 
Petoskey, 
Michigan 49770   
 

Michigan Scientific – Technician 
 
Volunteer EMT, Chandler/Melrose Twp Fire and 
Rescue; Member, Raven Hill Discovery Center 

Petoskey 

Katie Reed 
9524 White Street 
Ellsworth, 
Michigan 49729 
 

Ebenezer Christian School – Educator 
 
Member, Belltower Reformed Church; Ellsworth 
Community Prayer Shawl Ministry; Member, 
Northern Michigan Astronomy Club; Providence 
Farm CSA; Member, Raven Hill Discovery Center 
 

Ellsworth 

Kim Fernandez 
1993 West Street 
Central Lake, MI 
49622 
 

Central Lake Schools – Special Education 
Educator 
 
President, Central Lake Little League; Secretary, 
Central Lake Education Association; Member, 
Central Lake Chamber of Commerce; Board 
Member, East Jordan Family Health Center; 
Member, Raven Hill Discovery Center 
 
 

Central Lake 

Melissa Hansen 
10444 Second 
Street Ironton 
Charlevoix, 
Michigan 49720-
9536  
 

Little Traverse Conservancy – Environmental 
Educator 
 
Member, Michigan Alliance for Environmental 
and Outdoor Education; 
Member, Friends of Charlevoix Library; Member, 
Raven Hill Discovery Center 
 
 

Petoskey 



Katelyn Skornia,  
Youth Liaison 
859 Deer Run 
Drive 
Boyne City, 
Michigan 49712 
   

Boyne City High School (BCHS) –Senior 
 
Student President of Emmet-Charlevoix County 
4H Market Livestock Program; Student President 
of Country Kids 4H Club; Vice-President of Class 
of 2015; Student Council Representative; Student 
Operations Lead of Boyne City Blaze Robotics 
Team 4377; BCHS Drama; National Honors 
Society; BCHS Pride Team; BCHS Varsity Girls 
Soccer;  Youth Liaison for Raven Hill Discovery 
Center Board of Directors 

Boyne City 

 


